
SECTION R317 
PROTECTION OF WOOD AND 

WOOD-BASED PRODUCTS AGAINST DECAY 
 
 
R317.1 Location required.  
 
2. Wood framing members that rest on concrete or 
masonry exterior foundation walls and are less than 8 
inches (203 mm) from the exposed ground. 

 
R401.3 Drainage. Surface drainage shall be diverted to a 
storm sewer conveyance or other approved point of collection 
that does not create a hazard. Lots shall be graded to 
drain surface water away from foundation walls. The grade 
shall fall not fewer than 6 inches (152 mm) within the first 10 
feet (3048 mm). 
Exception: Where lot lines, walls, slopes or other physical 
barriers prohibit 6 inches (152 mm) of fall within 10 feet 
(3048 mm), drains or swales shall be constructed to ensure 
drainage away from the structure. Impervious surfaces 
within 10 feet (3048 mm) of the building foundation shall 
be sloped not less than 2 percent away from the building. 

 
R403.1.7.3 Foundation elevation. On graded sites, the 
top of any exterior foundation shall extend above the elevation 
of the street gutter at point of discharge or the inlet 
of an approved drainage device not less than 12 inches 
(305 mm) plus 2 percent. Alternate elevations are permitted 
subject to the approval of the building official, 
provided that it can be demonstrated that required drainage 
to the point of discharge and away from the structure 
is provided at all locations on the site. 

R404.1.6 Height above finished grade. Concrete and 
masonry foundation walls shall extend above the finished 
grade adjacent to the foundation at all points not less than 
4 inches (102 mm) where masonry veneer is used and not 
less than 6 inches (152 mm) elsewhere. 
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401.3 Tapered 6" - 10' away from foundation
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             Example 25' Front Yard  +10' ROW = 35'35' x 2% = 7/10 = 8"8" + 12" = 20"Gutter to top of foundation 20" minimum height.
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